
 

  
 

  
Gail Garland  
Chief Executive Officer  
Ontario Bioscience Innovation Organization (OBIO)  
 
Gail Garland is the founder and CEO of OBIO®, a not-for-profit, membership-based 
organization championing the development of an integrated health innovation 
economy for Ontario.  
 

Gail established OBIO in partnership with dozens of like-minded industry CEOs to advance the goal of 
making Ontario into a world-leading health innovation sector where health science companies will 
flourish, as well as a global leader in providing health technology products and services to the 
international marketplace. 

Since 2009, OBIO has developed and implemented a province-wide strategic vision called OBEST 
(Ontario Bioscience Economic Strategy Team). Building from that strategy, OBIO published a series of 
white papers – in collaboration with industry executives, health system leaders, and academics – that 
identify the highest priority issues facing Ontario’s health science economy, like access to capital, access 
to industry-ready business talent, and innovation adoption. OBIO’s reports led directly to the 
establishment of OBIO solutions-focused programming, like CAAP® (Capital Access Advisory Program) 
in 2013 to increase deal flow for high potential early stage companies, Pre-CAAP in 2015 to help boost 
investability of seed stage companies, and H2BB™, the Health to Business Bridge™ internship program 
in 2016, which combines OBIO’s deep-rooted relationships across academia and industry to improve 
access to industry-ready business talent. 

Gail serves on the Board of Governors for Carleton University; the Dean’s Advisory Council, Faculty of 
Science, at Ryerson University; the Biotechnology Advisory Committee at Humber College; the Canadian 
Life Sciences Advisory Counsel for Springboard Enterprises; and the Advisory Board for the Centre for 
Bioengineering and Biotechnology, University of Waterloo.  Gail is the Industry Chair of the OBIO MPP 
Health Sciences Caucus and serves on the Conference Board of Canada’s Council for Innovation 
Procurement in Healthcare.  She has advocated for the future of the health science industry on national 
television (Business News Network) and has also written extensively on the topic, with numerous 
publications in both the national press (The Globe and Mail) and international industry publications 
(Biotechnology Focus).  

Before starting OBIO, Gail had more than twenty years of industry experience, including senior roles in 
banking, pharmaceuticals, biotech and in the medical devices sector. Gail holds a Chartered Director 
(CDir) designation in governance (McMaster), an MBA from the Rotman School of Management 
(University of Toronto), and a BSc. (Carleton University).  Gail is a recipient of the Arbor Award for 
Exceptional Volunteer Service to the University of Toronto and in 2017 she was named one of Carleton 
University’s seventy-five best graduates in celebration of the school’s 75th anniversary. 
  
 
 



 

  
 

  
Thomas Cirrito   
CEO and Co-Founder  
Biotagenics  
  
Thomas Cirrito Ph.D. is also CEO and co-founder of Filament BioSolutions, a 
clinical nutrition company developing a portfolio of medical and functional 
foods. Dr. Cirrito is also an inventor and founder of Immunovent, a 

development stage biotechnology company developing next-generation, non-invasive allergy diagnostics. 
Dr. Cirrito previously served as Vice President of Research and Development and Director of Business 
Development at Stemline Therapeutics (NASDAQ: STML). Dr. Cirrito joined Stemline as the second full-
time employee, and was responsible for business development, preclinical, intellectual property, 
manufacturing, analytical, and operations. Prior to joining Stemline, Dr. Cirrito was a biopharmaceuticals 
equities analyst at Piper Jaffray. Dr. Cirrito received a B.A. in Biological Sciences and a Ph.D. in Immunology 
from Washington University (St. Louis, Missouri). He currently serves on the Scientific and Business 
Advisory Board of the Alzheimer's Drug Discovery Foundation, and is an adjunct faculty member at NYU. 
He serves as an investor and mentor to numerous life science companies. 
 

 
  
Colleen Cuffaro  
Principal   
Canaan Partners  
  
Colleen’s investment focus is early stage biopharmaceutical companies. Her 
interests lie in transformative medical technologies that deliver value to 
providers and patients alike. In her time at Canaan, Colleen helped launch the 

Canaan-Yale Fellowship program. Colleen previously worked as a chemist at Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing and Research Services, Inc. She holds a Ph.D. in Cellular and Molecular Physiology from 
Yale University and a B.A. in Chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania. 
  
  
  



 

  
 

 
  
Dennis Purcell  
Founder and Senior Advisor  
Aisling Capital  
  
Mr. Purcell is the original Founder of Aisling Capital LLC and currently 
serves as a Senior Advisor to Aisling. Previously, he served as the Senior 
Managing Partner. Prior to Aisling Capital, Mr. Purcell served as Managing 

Director of the Life Sciences Investment Banking Group at Chase H&Q (formerly Hambrecht & Quist, 
“H&Q”) for over five years. While at H&Q, he was directly involved with over two hundred 
completed transactions and supervised over $10 billion of financing and advisory assignments in 
the pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical products industries. During his tenure, BioWorld 
and other industry publications cited H&Q as the leading underwriter of life sciences securities. 
Prior to joining H&Q, Mr. Purcell was a Managing Director in the Healthcare Group at PaineWebber, 
Inc. 

Mr. Purcell is a frequent commentator on the industry and has been honored in the “Biotech Hall 
of Fame” by Genetic Engineering News, named to the Biotechnology All-Stars list by Forbes ASAP, 
honored as one of the top 50 Irish-American businessmen and cited as one of the top 100 
contributors to the biotechnology industry. 

Mr. Purcell has served as a director of Aton Pharma, Bridge Pharmaceuticals, Cengent Therapeutics, 
Dynova Laboratories, Paratek Pharmaceuticals, Valentis and Xanodyne Pharmaceuticals. He has 
served as a member of the Advisory Council at Harvard Medical School, the Board of Directors of 
the Biotechnology Industry Association, as well as the New York Biotechnology Association, the 
Irvington Institute and on the Board of L.E.K. Consulting. He currently sits on the board of Real 
Endpoints, Summus Global, Inc., Life Science Leader Magazine –Editorial Advisory Board, NY BIO 
Association and is a member of The University of Delaware Investment Visiting Committee Member. 

Mr. Purcell received his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School and his B.S. in Accounting from the 
University of Delaware. 

  
  



 

  
 

 
  

  
Andres Liivak   
Partner  
Norton Rose Fulbright  
  
Andres Liivak is a partner in the firm's life sciences and healthcare 
practice in the New York office of the firm. Andres's practice focuses on 
health technology transactions, advising global pharmaceutical 

companies as well as biotechnology, medical device and other health technology concerns 
worldwide. 

Andres designs, structures and negotiates complex collaborations, licensing, commercial 
arrangements and M&A transactions. Andres helps put in place arrangements for hybrid royalty 
profit/cost-sharing, product risk and opportunity sharing, varying allocations across multiple 
territories, conditional option rights and acquisition options, each of which are becoming 
increasingly prevalent. Andres also counsels clients on contentious transactional matters, including 
complex settlements of commercial and intellectual property disputes involving health technology. 

Andres draws on his experience with pharmaceutical, biotech and medical device operations to 
work on emerging advanced health technologies.  He works on health monitoring diagnostic 
wearables and related health data driven innovation.  His multiple projects on advanced 
therapeutic treatment processes have given him unique experience with the apheresis related 
technologies used in many emerging immunotherapies and a working knowledge for the special 
technical, regulatory and commercialization challenges that are present. 

Working within Norton Rose Fulbright's global legal practice, the firm's compelling platform helps 
Andres provide his clients with an integrated solution to the ever changing set of disruptive 
challenges to their business objectives. In particular, the combination of privacy, healthcare 
regulatory, competition and IP advice – globally – is increasingly important to successfully 
undertaking such health technology deals.  Norton Rose Fulbright provides that solution. 

Known for his collaborative approach and commitment to client service, Andres facilitates and 
enables deals by listening and appreciating the context to develop creative, effective solutions 
while driving deals to completion efficiently. 

Andres is recognized by Legal 500 US for his work in life sciences and healthcare and as a "Life 
Science Star" in Euromoney's LMG Life Sciences Guide. He has also been recognized in Who's Who 
Legal's The International Who's Who of Life Sciences 2014, and he is recommended by PLC Which 
Lawyer as being among the leading lawyers throughout the US for Life Sciences: Commercial and 
Partnering. 
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Skip Kelly  
Head of Northeast Life Science and Healthcare  
Silicon Valley Bank  
  
As a Managing Director in the Boston office, Skip is part of the Life Science 
and Healthcare practice leading the Biopharma & Diagnostics team for the 
Northeast & New York . At SVB since 2004 Skip has worked in a number of 

different roles including SVB's growth-stage VC/Technology lending group, asset based lending, advisory 
services/restructuring and training for new global employees. 

  
 

  
 
Gregg Michaelson  
Partner  
Edison Partners  
  
Gregg served as CEO of Linkwell Health, a leading consumer engagement 
company in the healthcare industry, where he built a proprietary content 
marketing system and significantly scaled the business during his three-year 

tenure. Prior to joining Linkwell, Gregg spent 10 years with Rodale, the worldwide leader and trusted 
content source in healthy active lifestyles. As President and CMO, he had full P&L responsibility for the 
company’s $450 million global media business leading more than 500 employees across multiple 
disciplines – B2C and B2B sales and marketing, business intelligence, and functional support groups 
among them. Under his direction, the company developed digital and mobile business strategies and 
infrastructures that expanded Rodale Digital to a $100+ million advertising and ecommerce business. 

  
  



 

  
 

  
 
Loren Busby  
President 
Cresco Advisors LLC  
  
Ms.  Busby  is  President  of  Cresco  Advisors  where  she  serves  as  a  
venture  partner  to  fund  managers  as  well  as  a  business  advisor  to  
portfolio  companies.  She  currently  works  with  several  technology  
businesses  operating  at  the  intersection  of  artificial  intelligence  and  
healthcare  as  well  as  life  science  tools  companies.    She  is  also  a  

co-founder  of  Life  Science  Vendor  Expo,  a  conference  series  providing  entrepreneurs  with  
educational  workshops  that  address  some  of  their  operating  challenges.    She  has  over  two  
decades  of  experience  in  VC  and  was  “one  of  the  6%,”  referring  to  the  exclusive  group  of  
female  investment  professionals.    She  was  a  Partner  at  NGN  Capital,  a  transatlantic,  healthcare  
fund  where  she  invested  in  healthcare  IT  companies  and  participated  in  deals  in  the  therapeutics  
and  medical  device  sectors.    Ms.  Busby  joined  NGN  Capital  from  Walden  Capital  Partners,  which  
invested  in  the  technology,  manufacturing  and  distribution  industries.    In  the  mid-1990s,  Ms.  
Busby  worked  at  Princeton  University’s  endowment  on  its  alternative  asset  portfolio.  She  began  
her  career  at  Venture  Economics  and  Thomson  Financial,  which  at  the  time  published  the  
venerable  Venture  Capital  Journal.    From  2005-2009,  Ms.  Busby  was  a  leader  of  CFA  Society  of  
New  York’s  Alternative  Investments  Committee,  which  had  450  members.  She  is  a  Chartered  
Financial  Analyst  and  also  earned  an  M.B.A.  from  Columbia  University  as  a  McCain  Scholar  and  a  
B.S.  from  Central  Connecticut  State  University. 

  


